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Mexican Foreign Policy:
A brief history and highlights of its contemporary practice

In the context of Latin America, Mexico has always stood out because of its post-revolutionary
political system, its geographical proximity to the United States and its potential to establish
relations with the North, the South, the Atlantic and the Pacific. That has made of Mexico a
peculiar international actor, that at times plays together with the rest of Latin America and the
Caribbean and others tries to link itself to the global North as a key partner in North America or a
strategic travel companion for Europe. Mexico has been characterized as a middle power, an
emergent economy, a middle-income country and a potential leader in Latin America, if not a sort
of “big brother” for Central America. It has a tradition of being an accomplished multilateralist and
a supporter of “minilateralism” through the G-20 and MIKTA. However, it is also a country that
has an ambivalent relation with the outside world, at times seen as a menace and at others a
resource and even a substitute for the state itself. The purpose of this course is to provide a bird’s
eye view of the history of Mexican foreign policy to understand where does Mexico stand in the
current international scenario. The analysis will be based on both theory and practice of Mexican
foreign policy and its main bilateral and multilateral ties and strategies. It will pay special attention
to the historical context of the Cold War, the Post-Cold War and the current transition in the
international system, while keeping an eye on the various internal transformations that have been
locked in through international treaties and memberships. The main objective is to have all
students reflect on the role of a Latin American middle power in the new geopolitical scenario

based on the particular trajectory of Mexico.
Methodology

Each session will start with an introduction by the professor and an intense exchange with the
students. Participants are expected to read the bibliography assigned for each session and to
actively participate in the discussion. Those students taking this course are required to write an
Op-Ed on a particular feature of period of Mexican foreign policy. The Op-Ed will be a 10,000-

character text, including spaces.
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(12 sessions)

Introduction to Mexican foreign policy: capabilities and expectations

From the end of World War Il to the collapse of the ISI Model (1945-1986)
From GATT to NAFTA (1986-1994)

From Chiapas to Fox (1994-2000)

The PAN governments and foreign policy (2000-2012)

The PRI comeback: from the Mexican Moment to Ayotzinapa (2012-2018)
The Fourth Transformation and foreign policy (2018-2023)

Mexican foreign policy: the United States
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Mexican foreign policy: Latin America
10. Mexican foreign policy: Europe and Asia
11. Mexican foreign policy and multilateralism (UN, G20 and MIKTA)

12. Mexico as an international actor in the XXI century

Bibliography

Covarrubias, Ana, Cambio de siglo: la politica exterior de la apertura econémica y politica [México y el

mundo: historia de sus relaciones exteriores], México, El Colegio de México, vol. 9, 2010.

De Icaza, Carlos y Ruiz Sandoval, Erika, “México, actor con responsabilidad global: jugador en

nuevos tableros”, en Revista Mexicana de Politica Exterior, México, Secretaria de Relaciones

Exteriores, nim. 100, ene-abr 2014.

Heller, Claude, Historia minima de las relaciones multilaterales de México, México, El Colegio de

México, 2021.

Lajous, Roberta, Historia minima de las relaciones exteriores de México, México, El Colegio de México,

2a. ed., 2022.

Loera-Gonzalez, Omar A., Role Theory and Mexico’s Foreign Policy: Making Sense of Mexico’s

Place in World Politics, New York, Routledge, 2024.

Ojeda, Mario, Alcances y limites de la politica exterior de México, México, El Colegio de México, 2a.

ed., 1984.



EL COLEGIO El Colegio es ;INTERNATIONAL
= DE MEXICO Dg AR q PROGRAM

ciencia y cultura

Rico, Carlos, Hacia la globalizacion [México y el mundo: historia de sus relaciones exteriores],

Meéxico, El Colegio de México, vol. 8, 2010.

Torres, Blanca, De la guerra al mundo bipolar [México y el mundo: historia de sus relaciones

exteriores], México, El Colegio de México, vol. 7, 2010.



