
 

 

Power and Organized Crime: 

Comparative Perspective of Security and Criminal Governance 

At a global scale, the security of States might become questioned by criminal groups 

interested in becoming legitimate and establishing forms of governance from illegality. This 

course aims towards providing the students with a general understanding of the political 

dimension of the organized crime phenomenon from an international, comparative, and 

interdisciplinary perspective. Given these processes' complexity, acknowledging them 

requires combining analytical tools with diverse approaches. To do so, this course will go 

through history, economics, political science, sociology, international relations, and 

anthropology. As a result, the course will provide students with analytical tools that allow 

them to understand how organized crime politically affects contemporary States nowadays. 

The training will be organized into four modules. Initially, it begins with a conceptual and 

theoretical review of the nexus between the phenomenon of organized crime and the State. 

This next module will focus on reviewing and analyzing international cases of criminal 

governance (mainly the U.S., Italy, Brazil, Jamaica, and El Salvador). The third module 

concentrates on the Mexican cases of criminal governance, so that the final module can focus 

on a comparison of Mexican and international cases of criminal governance. The course will 

be followed through instructional material based on in-depth literature on each topic. 

General Course Objective 

To provide students with the analytical tools to understand the phenomenon of criminal 

governance from a comparative perspective including Mexican and international case 

studies. 

Thematic Modules 

Module 1. National Security, International Security, and Criminal Governance. 

Module 2. Criminal Governance. International Perspective. 

Module 3. Criminal Governance. The Mexican Perspective. 

Module 4. Security and Criminal Governance. Comparative Reflections. 

 



 

 

Bibliography 

• Aguayo, Sergio and Dayán, Jacobo (2017), The Zeta Yoke. Mexico, El Colegio de 

México. 

• Arjona, Ana; Kasfir, Nelson; Mampilly, Zachariah (2015). Rebel Governance in Civil War. 

New York, Cambridge University Press. 

• Astorga, Luis (2015). Drogas sin fronteras, México, Debolsillo. Chapter 4. 

• Clapp, Alexander (2024), “A journey through the world’s newest narco-state. Drugs 

transformed Ecuador from a Latin American success story into a war zone”, The 

Economist, November 22. 

• Desmond Arias, Enrique (2017). Criminal Enterprises and Governance in Latin America 

and the Caribbean, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

• Dickie, John (2004). Cosa Nostra. A History of the Sicilian Mafia, New York, Palgrave. 

Chapters 1 and 2. 

• Duyvesteyn, Isabelle (2017) “Rebels and Legitimacy; An Introduction”, in Small Wars 

and Insurgencies, 28:4- 5, pp. 669-685. 

• Ernst, Falko (2015). 'Legitimacy matters: Los Caballeros Templarios and the mutation of 

the Mexican organized crime', Journal of Money Laundering Control, 18(2), 137 – 152. 

• Hamid, Shadi; Felbab-Brown, Vanda and Triunkas, Harold (2018). 'When Terrorists and 

Criminals Govern Better Than Governments'. The Atlantic, April 4. 

• Jaffe, Rivke (2013). 'The Hybrid State: Crime and Citizenship in Urban Jamaica', 

American Ethnologist, 40:4, pp. 734-738. 

• Paoli, Letizia (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Organized Crime, Oxford, Oxford 

University Press. 

• Peña, Rodrigo (2023). 'Mafias y política en tiempos de SARS-CoV-2'. Foreign Affairs 

Latinoamérica, to be published in June 2023. 

• Savenije, Wim (2007). 'Las pandillas transnacionales o 'Maras': violencia urbana en 

Centroamérica', Foro Internacional, vol. XLVII, 3, pp. 637-659. 

• Trejo, Guillermo y Ley, Sandra (2020). Votes, Drugs, and Violence: The Political Logic of 

Criminal Wars in Mexico, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

• von Lampe, Klaus (2015). Organized Crime: Analyzing Illegal Activities, Criminal 

Structures, and Extra-legal Governance, California, Sage. 


