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Latin America in the XXI century: political, economic and social patterns.

In the first decade of the 21t century, Latin America experienced various changes in several
aspects of its reality. In the political dimension, parties and candidates identified with the
left came to power in different countries within a very short period of time, in all cases by
electoral means. This trend had no similar precedent in the region and was identified as the
“pink tide”. On the economic side, the emergence of China as a global power and the so-
called “commodity boom” that it brought as a result, had a direct impact on most Latin
American economies. South American countries, in particular, experienced continuous
economic growth in both exports and Gross Domestic Product since 2003. This economic
boom led to improvements in the quality of life of the population while generating resources
that were channelled from the State into extensive social programs. As a result, a significant
portion of the population that had previously lived in poverty was able to move up the ladder

and become part of a thriving middle class.

During this course we will study in detail these transformations, their reasons, consequences
and effects. In addition, we will discuss how several of these trends have been reversed in
recent years: in many countries the right returned to power and the region's economic
growth has declined. At the same time, the population's distrust of the political class has been
on the rise and in some countries has even led to social outbursts with profound

consequences and/or a drop-in support for democracy.

Finally, to conclude, we will address some of the challenges posed to the region by the
Coronavirus pandemic and the emergence of a new radical right represented by leaders such

as Bolsonaro, Bukele and Milei.

Bibliography

e Anderson, Perry (2019) Brazil Apart, 1964-2019, Verso, London.

e Anria, Santiago (2016) “Delegative Democracy Revisited: More Inclusion, Less
Liberalism in Bolivia” en Journal of Democracy 27(3), 99-108

e Arditi, Benjamin (2008) “Arguments about the Left Turns in Latin America: A Post-
Liberal Politics?” en Latin American Research Review, Vol. 43, No. 3, pp. 59-81

e Avritzer, Leonardo (2017) “The Rousseff impeachment and the crisis of democracy in
Brazil” in Critical Policy Studies. Vol 11, N° 3, p 352-357



® EI. COLEGIO ) ElColegioes ;NTERN/—\TION/—\L
DE MEXICO Dy Sonocimiento ¢ BROCRAM

ciencia Y cultura

e Castafieda, Jorge (2006) “Latin America’s Left Turn” in Foreign Affairs, Vol. 85, N°3,
May-June.

e Cleary, Matthew (2006) “Explaining the Left’s Resurgence” in Journal of Democracy,
vol. 17, no. 4 pp. 35-49

e Cyr, Jennifer, Matias Bianchi, Lucas Gonzalez y Antonella Perini (2021) “Governing a
Pandemic: Assessing the Role of Collaboration on Latin American Responses to the
COVID-19 Crisis” Journal of Politics in Latin America. 13(3):290-327.

e Cyril Bennouna, Agustina Giraudy, Eduardo Moncada, Eva Rios, Richard Snyder, Paul
Testa, (2021) “Pandemic Policymaking in Presidential Federations: Explaining
Subnational Responses to Covid-19 in Brazil, Mexico, and the United States” Publius:
The Journal of Federalism, Volume 51, Issue 4, Pages 570-600

e De la Torre, Carlos (2020) “Rafael Correa’s Technopopulism in Comparative
Perspective” en F. Sdnchez y S. Pachano (eds) Assessing the Left Turn in Ecuador
Londres, Palgrave-Mc Millan.

e ECLAC (2013) Economic Survey of Latin America and the Caribbean 2013: Three
decades of uneven and unstable growth. Santiago de Chile.

e ECLAC (2015) Latin America and the Caribbean and China. Towards a new era in
economic cooperation. Santiago de Chile: United Nations.

e Eliner, Steve (2010) Rethinking Venezuelan Politics. Class, conflict, and the Chavez
Phenomenon. Boulder, CO: Rienner.

e Ferreira et. al. (2013) Economic mobility and the rise of Latin American middle class.
Washington: World Bank. Please read “Overview”

e Garay, Candelaria (2014) Social Policy Expansion in Latin America. Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press.

e Levitsky, Steven and Kenneth Roberts (eds.) (2011) The Resurgence of the Latin
American Left. Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press

e Lupu, Noam (2016) “The end of the Kirchner era” in Journal of Democracy, Vol. 27,
N° 2, p 35-49.

e Meléndez-Sanchez, Manuel and Alberto Vergara. (2024) "The Bukele Model: Will It
Spread?" Journal of Democracy, vol. 35 no. 3, p. 84-98

e Moreno-Brid, Juan Carlos, e Igor Paunovic (2008) “What is New and what is Left of
the Economic Policies of the New Left Governments of Latin America?” in
International Journal of Political Economy, vol. 37, N° 3, pp. 82-108.

e Muggah, Robert and Katherine Aguirre Tobén (2018) “Citizen security in Latin
America: Facts and Figures” Strategic paper 33. Instituto lgarapé. Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

e Niedzwiecki, Sara and Jennifer Pribble (2017) “Social Policies and Center-Right
Governments in Argentina and Chile” en Latin American Politics and Society, 59: 72-
97

e Oliveros, Virginia and Emilia Simison (2023) “Why Did Argentina Just Elect a Radical
Right-Wing Political Outsider?” in the blog of Journal of Democracy
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/elections/why-did-argentina-just-elect-a-
radical-right-wing-political-outsider/



{ DE MEXICO 0 conocnmlento PROGRAM

ciencia Y cultura

EL COLEGIO DU El Colegio es é ;SNUT&RNATIONAL

e Panizza, Francisco (2005) Unarmed Utopia Revisited: The Resurgence of Left-of-
Centre Politics in Latin America. Political Studies: Vol 53, pp 716-734

e Penfold-Becerra, Michael (2008) “Clientelism and social funds: Evidence from
Chavez” misiones” in Latin American Politics and Society, 49:4 p 63-84.

e Pribble, Jennifer and Evelyne Huber (2011) “Social Policy and redistribution: Chile
and Uruguay” in Steven Levitsky and Kenneth Roberts (eds.) The Resurgence of the
Latin American Left. Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press.

e Roberts, Kenneth (2007) “Latin America’s populist revival” SAIS Review, Vol XXVII
(1) pp 3-15

e Ruano, Lorena and Natalia Saltalamacchia (2021) “Latin American and Caribbean
Regionalism during the Covid-19 Pandemic: Saved by Functionalism?” en The
International Spectator, 56:2, pp 93-113,

e Schamis, Héctor (2006) “Populism, socialism and democratic institutions” in Journal
of Democracy, Vol. 17, N° 4, pp. 20-34.

e Soares, Sergei (2012) “Bolsa Familia, its design, its impacts and possibilities for the
future” Working paper N° 89. International Policy Centre for inclusive Growth.

e Sosa-Villagarcia, Paolo and Hurtado Lozada, V. (2021). Covid-19 and Presidential
Popularity in Latin America. Revista Latinoamericana De Opinion Publica, 10(2), 71-
91.

e Svampa, Maristella (2018) “Latin American Development: perspectives and debates”
in Tulia Falleti and Emilio Parrado (eds) Latin America since the left turn. Philadelphia,
University of Pennsilvania Press.



